Sunday, December 19, 2010
Matthew 1:18-24
Reflection:

How elated Joseph must have felt to be starting this union with the love of his life, and then to think she had betrayed him. The joy turned anger, embarrassment, bitterness, pain. I think of being in love and planning a future with someone, only to realize the dream has been stolen away. Do I respond with anger and bitterness? Or forgiveness and love? Joseph’s instinct was to remain faithful to his love for Mary—to show her the respect and dignity of a quiet separation without exposing her to shame.

This instinct also reflected Joseph’s faithfulness to himself. He was a man of principles. Although he was in love, he felt he had to sacrifice this relationship that appeared to be less than holy. Sometimes we find ourselves in romantic or professional situations that go against our consciences, and we need to make them right. We can look to Joseph’s example—to be true to ourselves and have faith that God will provide for us.

As the Gospel continues, an angel appears to Joseph in a dream. He accepts Mary into his home, opening himself to public ridicule but trusting in God’s protection. “All Are Welcome” is not just an empty mantra; it’s God’s dream for us. I am ever grateful to those who embrace me as a brother of Christ, even when it means bearing rejection or insult from others. May we all turn to Joseph for faith, courage, and humility to see Christ in each other as he saw Christ in Mary.

As we enter into these final days of Advent, let us take some time to prayerfully consider:

Do I have faith in God, in others, and in myself? 

Do I see Christ in myself and others? Do I welcome everyone into my home?
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