The Stone Which the Builders Rejected
One of the most frequently cited scripture passages foreshadowing the Resurrection comes from Psalm 118: “The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done! It is wonderful in our eyes.” The one who has been rejected, cast aside as worthless, becomes central to the new reality, the new order established by God.

Over and over, it’s the same story; we see it in the prophets, in Jesus, in the apostles…WORDS spoken, HEALING accomplished, CONVERSION—people praising God, numbers of followers growing. And how does the establishment react? CONCERN, FEAR of diminishing influence, CONFRONTATION—a frantic attempt to constrain the prophets, to contain the movement, to SILENCE, discredit, de-legitimize… “By what authority?” “In whose name?” “Who do you think you are?”

 

But when we think about it, these are really great questions. Sometimes I get so impatient with the pattern, the never-ending cycle, that I fail to take these questions seriously. We have much to learn from Peter and John who when taken into custody and brought before the religious leaders of the Jews who tried to silence them, replied simply and calmly: “Whether it is right in the sight of God for us to obey you rather than God, you be the judges. It is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard.” Peter, despite his earlier bumbling and his three-fold betrayal of Christ before, now was clear on who he was. He knew beyond a doubt in whose name he spoke and worked miracles. He could no longer waste energy worrying about the judgments of the High Priest and Sanhedrin. Let them judge as they would; having experienced the Risen Christ, it was now IMPOSSIBLE for Peter not to testify to his experience!

 

What of us and our ministries? Are we convinced that we are the Body of the Risen Christ, baptized into his death and resurrection, filled with Christ’s Spirit and with all the power and gifts that Spirit brings? How comforting Christ’s words to Nicodemus: “For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. He does not ration his gift of the Spirit.” This is the Spirit that has been given us—in full measure! So like those first Christians, let us be faithful to prayer and to the breaking of the Bread. Then filled with the Holy Spirit, may we continue to boldly speak the Good News of Christ to all who hunger for the Word which is LIFE and LIGHT. May Christ be always the cornerstone upon which we build, and may our lives always reflect his loving hospitality.
--Sheila Nelson

