The Human Heart—More Tortuous Than All Else!
Over and over the Lenten weekday readings have repeated two messages: 1) LISTEN to GOD—pay attention to what GOD is asking of you; put your trust in GOD, not in humans… and 2) Do not lord it over one another; be careful not to judge and heap heavy burdens on others; true authority manifests itself in service.  Scary readings for all of us, for it is so easy to judge and to think we know what’s best for others.  Yet also reassuring.  Jeremiah says so clearly: “Blessed are they who trust in the LORD, whose hope is the LORD.  Like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the stream, they do not fear the heat when it comes… In the year of drought they show no distress, but still bear fruit.”  For most of us, this is an ideal that we work toward, often stumbling and failing.  Unfortunately, we DO frequently feel distress.  We want so badly to be liked, to be understood, to be accepted, to have our ministry recognized and affirmed by those around us.  Lent reminds us that we need not worry about what others think—if we are attentive and do our best to respond faithfully to what God is asking of us.
Jeremiah goes on to speak words that I find especially comforting:  “More tortuous than all else is the human heart, beyond remedy; who can understand it?  I, the Lord, alone probe the mind and test the heart, to reward everyone according to his or her ways, according to the merit of his or her deeds.”  Through a GLBT lens, these words bring great encouragement and hope.  While we who are GLBT yearn to be understood by our parents, our friends, our neighbors, and our church communities, it’s really not surprising that others can’t understand our heart—or even that some would try to “fix” us—and maybe we ourselves have prayed to be “fixed.”   But the good news is that GOD understands us, knows our hearts, sees the merit of our deeds… and we can rest confident in God’s love if we remain planted in God, rooted in God’s grace.
Once we embrace that first truth, we come face to face with the second message of the Lenten readings—the part about not judging or thinking that we can read the hearts of others.  How hard it is to avoid doing to others what we have so painfully experienced ourselves!  To follow in Christ’s footsteps means that we LISTEN rather than judge, embrace diversity of ideas and spiritualities even when it stretches us to the breaking point.  We are called to live in the mystery of so much we will never understand.  Let us support one another in this effort, mindful that even in confusion and turmoil, our roots can run deep and provide us with all that we need to continue to grow and thrive and bear fruit.  
