The Annunciation—A Special Feast for GLBT Persons

What a tremendous feast the Annunciation is for GLBT persons!  When we ponder what Mary’s experience must have been like in reality rather than as it’s usually portrayed in religious art, it seems that Mary would have a special affinity with us; I’m sure she identifies with our journey to understand and accept God’s plan for us, for she had to make a very similar journey.  What was announced to her?  She is pregnant: it’s a fact—even though it violates all the “laws of nature”; even though her betrothed is not the father and by Jewish law she could be punished by death; even though she has done nothing wrong…  She is asked to trust God, to believe that this is God’s will and that everything will be alright.
Does this sound familiar?  There are facts that GLBT folks gradually come to understand about themselves, facts that—like Mary’s pregnancy—threaten to turn our lives upside down and to destroy, or at least cripple those relationships dearest to us.  People tell us as they probably did Mary, “This is unnatural, a mistake, a violation of our religious laws.”  Probably most disconcerting, these facts stretch and challenge traditional understandings of how God works, how God relates with us, what God asks of us… Could it really be that this is God’s will for me?  That my being a lesbian is God’s gift to me, and my embracing that reality and stepping out of the closet of self-denial and fear is God’s plan for me?

Mary, too, had to go through a Coming-Out Process.  While she probably allowed most of her community to believe that Joseph was the father of her baby, she couldn’t deny the facts to Joseph or to her parents under whose watchful eyes she had been living…  We know from Scripture that Joseph didn’t take the news easily, and he struggled with divorcing her quietly rather than taking legal measures against her—the compassionate response: love the sinner, hate the sin.  Thank God for the angel that intervened and brought clarity of vision to Joseph, enabling Joseph to see Mary for the beautiful person she was, to see her pregnancy as central to God’s special plan, not just for Mary but for all of humankind.  
Scripture says nothing of the conversations Mary must have had with her parents…what confusion and pain must have colored the initial reactions even of this “holy family”!  Probably they never fully understood.  But loving their daughter, we can hope that they ultimately embraced both daughter and grandson…  I can’t help but wonder, though, whether Mary’s flight to cousin Elizabeth might not have been entirely for Elizabeth’s sake.  Perhaps Mary needed some time away to give her parents time to adjust, to let go of old dreams and expectations and get used to this new way of seeing their daughter.
Thank God for the Elizabeths in our lives!  Why was Elizabeth able to welcome Mary with wide open arms and excitement and sheer joy?  Was it not because she, too, had experienced God working in “unnatural” and unexpected ways in her own life?  The miracle that she carried recognized immediately the miracle that Mary carried.  Saying yes to God’s actions in her own life made Elizabeth especially sensitive to God’s actions in the lives of others.  What a relief it must have been to Mary to enter Elizabeth’s presence and KNOW she was accepted—no explanations needed, no defensiveness, no justifications.  What joy to hear Elizabeth acknowledge what Mary was probably only beginning to appreciate—that she was BLESSED.  And that affirmation led to one of the most beautiful prayers in Scripture, the MAGNIFICAT.  “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior… for God has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  From this day forward all generations will call me blessed for God has done great things for me.  HOLY is God’s name.”  How tremendously important those Elizabeths are in our lives… helping us to see ourselves as God sees us!  

As we remember the feast of the Annunciation, let us recommit ourselves: 

· to praying LET IT BE DONE in our own lives, embracing God’s gifts to us as SACRED
· to being the angels that assure our struggling brothers and sisters that it really will be okay, that God is with them…

· to affirming blessing and goodness and grace wherever we find it; to welcome all those in whose lives God is being borne and born.

May our lives always magnify the Lord.  Happy feastday!
