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The Catholic Association for Lesbian and Gay Ministry is hosting its 2011 International Conference, “Setting the Table for LGBT People in a Diverse Church,” at the Best Western Albany Airport Inn, in Albany, NY, from September 22-25, 2011.  People from around the United States and Canada will gather to reflect on how we can continue to improve our welcome of LGBT people and their families at the table of the Lord.  

Three keynote speakers will lead the way in our reflections.  On Thursday evening, September 22, we begin our conference with the Rev. Vicki Wunsch, speaking on the topic, “Storytelling: Tapping the Power of our Experience.”  Strategic storytelling is one of the most powerful methods of faith-based community organizing.  It is the lynchpin of our efforts to get the "movable middle" understanding what full inclusion means in the life of the church and to the lives of its members.   Vicki's experience has included facilitating a wide variety of workshops and trainings for churches. Vicki received her undergraduate degree in Catholic Studies, a Masters Degree in Training and Instructional Design from the University of Minnesota, and her Masters of Divinity at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities and is ordained in the United Church of Christ.

On Friday morning, September 23, our reflections continue with Dr. Orlando Espin on the topic: 

Latino/a, Catholic, and LGBTQ: Three Strikes and You're Out?    Few carry heavier consequences of social and ecclesial rejection and misunderstanding as the Latino/a Catholic LGBTQ community. We will try to understand what it means to live under the weight of these multiple rejections, suggesting a new vision and new approaches for ministers.  Dr. Orlando Espin is professor of theology and religious studies at the University of San Diego, where he also directs the interdisciplinary Center for the Study of Latino/a Catholicism. With doctorates in systematic and practical theology from the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Espín has specialized in the theological study of popular religion, as well as in theologies of culture and Tradition. He is regarded as one of the founders of U.S. Latino/a theology. 

On Saturday morning, September 24, we will hear Dr. Caitlin Ryan speak to us on the topic: “The Critical Role of Families in Promoting Health & Well-being for their LGBT Children.”  Compelling new research on LGBT young people and their families from the Family Acceptance Project™ shows that families have a dramatic influence on their LGBT children’s health, mental health and well-being.  This session will discuss key findings and the new evidence-based family support model that the Family Acceptance Project™ is developing to help ethnically and religiously diverse families support their LGBT children.  Dr. Caitlin Ryan is a clinical social worker who has worked on LGBT health and mental health issues since the1970s.  She directs the Family Acceptance Project™ at San Francisco State University, where she and her team are developing a new family model of wellness, prevention and care for LGBT children and adolescents, based on this research. 

On Friday and Saturday afternoons, we will be breaking up into smaller groups for focus sessions led by the following speakers, on the following topics:

Focus Session A  (Friday 1:15—2:45 p.m.)

1. Rev. Vicki Wunsch—“Telling Our Stories: A practical, how-to-do-it-better, workshop” 

2. Brendan Fay—Viewing and discussion of a movie about John McNeil 

3. Amity Buxton & Sam Cheney—“The Crisis of Faith of Straight Spouses of LGBT persons”

4. Arthur Fitzmaurice—“The Truth Will Set You Free: A Gay Person’s Journey with the Scriptures”

Focus Session B  (Friday 3:00—4:30 p.m.)

1. Fr. Jim Schexnayder—“Welcoming Parishes: The Church’s pastoral teachings, 

LGBT persons and their families, strategies and resources for ministry.”

2. Gladys Whitehouse- “LGBT Ministry in the Diocese of Raleigh, NC”
3. Fr. Bob Pierson OSB—“What is Chastity from an LGBT Perspective”  

4. Fr. Ken McGuire—“Truth in Travail: Homosexuality, Church and Culture”

Focus Session C  (Saturday 1:15—2:45 p.m.)

1. Ed Poliandro & Bishop Joseph Sullivan—“Voices from the Parishes: 

 A Diocesan Model of Ministry to LGBT Catholics and Their Families”

2. Deb Word—“Outreach to LGBT Youth”

3. Fr. Bob Pierson OSB—“Ministry to LGBT Students on a Catholic College Campus”

4. Dr. Sheila Nelson—A Review of Church Documents on Homosexuality

Focus Session D  (Saturday  3:00—4:30 p.m.)

1. Arthur Fitzmaurice—“Starting and Maintaining a Parish Ministry”

2. David Kennedy—“Pride Festivals as an Opportunity to Find the Lost Sheep”

3. Mary Van Balen—“My Journey with Julia: Having a Transgender Child”

On Saturday evening, The Most Rev. Howard Hubbard, Bishop of Albany, NY, will join us for the celebration of the Eucharist at the hotel.  It was due to Bishop Hubbard’s gracious invitation that we decided to hold the conference this year in Albany.  After the Eucharist, we will have a reception and banquet which will include entertainment from the Capital Pride Singers and an awards presentation.  
The conference concludes on Sunday morning with a Large Group Vision/Planning Session, facilitated by our CALGM Treasurer, Fr. Michael Zampelli, SJ, and a closing prayer service led by our CALGM President, Dr. Sheila Nelson.

The regular registration fee for the conference is $225.00 before August 1st.  After that it goes up to $275.00, so please register as soon as possible so you don’t forget.  Registration brochures are being sent out by mid-April and we may have an on-line registration form available soon.  A block of rooms has been set aside at the Best Western Albany Airport Inn at the rate of $79 per night.  Please contact the hotel by phone at 518-458-1000 or online at www.bwalbanyairport.com to reserve your room.  Remember to mention that you are with CALGM in order to get the conference room rate.  We look forward to seeing you in Albany in September!

--Fr. Bob Pierson OSB, CALGM Vice-President for Conferences

Prayer of Invocation (George Herbert, 1593-1633)
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I intend this brief book to be a resource for parishes which would like to explore how their communities may become safe, supportive and healing places for people whose lives, faith, and spirituality have been challenged and enriched by their sexual identity and personal integration.   Setting the table is creating a spiritual and communal environment for welcome, growth and participation.                                                    


This book attempts to consider the questions: who, why, and how.   It offers resources from Scripture, Church teachings, human sciences, and effective diocesan and parish models of ministry.  My hope is that this book will contribute to the core mission of each parish as it speaks the good news of Jesus Christ and the universal and surprising love of our God for all people.


In this book I quote from many lesbian and gay Catholics, their parents and Church ministers in order to reveal the lived experience and the challenges they have faced.  Some of these diverse reactions may not echo Church teachings, but they express a depth of honest feeling and conviction.


The sale of this book will benefit the Catholic Association for Lesbian and Gay Ministry, founded as a network of support for those developing and involved in diocesan, parish, and campus-based ministries.


Purchase information: $15, including mailing.  Please contact Fr. Jim at rd@calgm or 510-7085762.

Deeply Grateful for Fr. Jim

Father Jim Schexnayder, one of the founders of NACDLGM/CALGM in 1994 and a key leader ever since, has announced that he will step down from the position of CALGM Resource Director after our September Conference in Albany.  Jim has served us all so well with his commitment, wisdom, and tireless persistence in this ministry.  He has been an inspiration to so many of us and has modeled in word and action what it means to set the table for GLBT Catholics, their families and friends.  He has welcomed all into his circle of friends—those of us with a homosexual or bisexual orientation, those of us who are transgender, those of us who are heterosexual spouses or former spouses of those with a homosexual orientation or who are transgender, those of us who are parents, and all those who minister to our populations. It is with profound admiration, deep gratitude, and sadness that the Board will relieve Fr. Jim of his responsibilities and bless his well-deserved retirement.  We have assured him that we will continue to call upon him for assistance—and knowing Jim, he will generously respond to our calls!  We invite all of you whose lives and ministries have been touched, guided, and enriched by Jim, to make a donation in his honor to CALGM.  What better way to thank him and ensure that the ministry to which he dedicated so many years will continue to grow and thrive!  You can either mail your donation to CALGM, 1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709—or donate with a credit card online at www.calgm.org.  Click on the Support Us Link and note that your donation is in honor of Fr. Jim.  
Also, why not join us at the Albany conference as we celebrate Jim!
WHY BE A CALGM BOARD MEMBER?

God loves me!   Since conception I have been God’s child.  There are many who would quote scripture and laws that would seem to demean me in the eyes of God and the church.  Sometimes it gets hard to hang on to my sense of “belovedness” in the face of negativity.
 

A powerful way to overcome negativity is to use gifts and talents in ways that are appreciated by others.  Being on the board has given me a way to do this in working towards the mission and goals of CALGM.


As a member of the CALGM Board I am in touch and feel surrounded by people I know as faith filled Catholics who love and are loved by God.  As I witness the faith, commitment and perseverance of other board members, I am affirmed as God’s own child.


The peace and joy gained from board members makes me want to share the affirmation with others who might find hanging on to their faith a challenge. Being on the Board of CALGM has educated me in the ways to affirm others with homosexual orientation that they are loved by God and welcome at the table of the Catholic Church. 


If you have a passion for this ministry and are willing to use your talents by joining this dynamic group of people as a CALGM board member, please contact us at office@calgm.org.  
We could really use your help!

Le Martin, CALGM Vice President
Of Grapevines and Cherry Trees

Jesus used the image of the vine and the branches to help us understand what it means to be his body.  “I am the vine; you are the branches.”  Cut off from the vine, the branches wither and die.  We can bear fruit only if attached to the vine—with Christ at our very core, Christ’s life flowing through us.  I love this image: the old gnarled grapevines, leaves of variegated greens and reds and browns—some dying while others are just beginning to break out of the bud… And eventually the abundance of grapes—heavy on the vine and bursting with flavor!  Sturdy woody tangled vines, tender leaves, immature grapes—hard and sour—and ripe grapes, sweet and juicy—all part of God’s Church, the body of Christ.  What a miracle of cooperation and collaboration we are called to be for our world!

I don’t grow grapes, but my Minnesota yard boasts a small but productive cherry tree.  Its blossoms celebrate the Spring, a most welcome sight after our long cold winters. It’s been a cool wet Spring here—and over the past week when the sun finally reappeared, the cherries are growing and changing colors before my very eyes…  Soon I’ll be picking them and baking pie—a treat I eagerly anticipate every year… the perfect taste of summer!  My cherry tree helps me understand Christ’s analogy of the vine and the branches.  While I usually reflect on our need as branches to remain on the vine, my cherry tree has prompted me to focus on what happens to the vine when it loses its precious branches.  

Two winters ago an icy storm ripped several branches off my cherry tree.  The rest has survived—and there are new shoots coming out of old stumps. But the tree continues to mourn the loss of its branches—it still weeps a syrupy red sap from its wounds which refuse to heal.  I am saddened by the loss of vital fluids which could be nourishing this year’s cherries.  Yet I can’t help marveling at the tree’s “memory,” its refusal to forget about the lost limbs, its continuing attempt to nourish what is no longer there.  

This seems to me a powerful sign of God’s fidelity, God’s unrelenting love, God’s desire to nourish all the varied branches of the vine; it is also an appropriate sign of our ministry.  In our efforts to build welcoming communities for persons with a homosexual orientation, we see how many people are cut off from church and community.  We hear stories of how people have been ripped off the branch, no longer welcome in their families, sometimes literally put out of their homes.  We see people broken by prejudice and fear, and we see their hunger for God and for community.  We do our best to help them see themselves as God sees them, to know they are loved and valued, to help them find a place of connection to the vine. .  

Perhaps, however, we don’t often think about what happens to the rest of the vine when we lose a limb, when persons—for whatever reason—are cut off from Christ’s body.  How different would our faith communities look if we truly mourned—as my cherry tree does—every time someone is driven away by ignorance or misunderstanding or harsh words or a lack of respect for their integrity and the gifts they bring…What if we refused to forget them?  How much grace and energy, how much beauty and fruitfulness is lost to the Church when our communities are closed and unwelcoming?  It’s not just the branches cut off from the vine that suffer—all of us, the entire Body of Christ, is depleted and weakened by the loss, by the life that drains from the areas of brokenness and separation.  

Yes, by the time you read this, I’ll be picking and pitting cherries and making pie, but as I do, I’ll be praying for our church, for the healing of broken branches and the welcoming back of all who feel driven away or cut off.  Won’t you join me?  God, you know well the challenges we face; you know, too, how to make these challenges fruitful.  Out of our ministry you will produce rich red wine to delight the hearts of your people who thirst for justice, for acceptance, for inclusion.  Keep us part of this vine that you have planted, the vine that is Christ’s body.  Teach us to live in your love…now and forever! 
--Sheila Nelson, CALGM Board President
SERVICE OPPORTUNITYS


Web Master Needed.


An important work of the Catholic Association for Gay and Lesbian Ministries is to provide resources to ministries and individuals. The website is central to this task.  If you have the necessary skills and have been looking for a way to contribute to CALGM’s mission, here is your chance.  





Accountant/Tax Preparation Assistant


We are also looking for help from someone with the necessary skills to help us with the filing of IRS reports required of us as a tax-exempt charitable nonprofit association.  This is extremely important to ensure our financial stability so that our work can continue.  





A small stipend will be offered for each of these two positions.


If you are interested in either of these positions, please contact us at:   


 


Contact the CALGM office at  � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@calgm.org" �office@calgm.org�





Donations toward these stipends will be gratefully accepted.





Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:


Such a joy as none can move;


Such a love as none can part;


Such a heart as joys in love.


Taken from Prayers of Christian Consolation


                                          Loyola Press, 2008     








Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:


Such a way as gives us breath;


Such a truth as ends all strife;


Such a life as conquers death.








Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:


Such a light as shows a feast;


Such a feast as mends in length;


Such a strength as makes a guest.
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