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LOCAL MINISTRY SPREADS THE WORD
The “Gay and Straight in Christ” ministry of Good Shepherd Parish in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin used a unique method to attract people to attend a showing of the documentary film “Anyone and Everyone”.  The “Free Movie Night” included a Chili supper before the movie with dessert and open discussion following the viewing.
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The film “Anyone and Everyone” presents an intimate portrait of experiences shared by parents of a gay son or daughter.  Individuals from such diverse origins as Japanese, Bolivian and Cherokee Indian as well as religions such as Mormon, Catholic, Hindus and others from all walks of life fulfill the movie’s title. 

The parents also tell about struggling with the pain their sons or daughters have dealt with by not being accepted by relatives and/or friends and being ostracized by religious congregations.

The event did attract a number of people who were new to the area.  Especially rewarding was the story of a couple whose 19 year old son had come out to them just 4 weeks previously.  They were greatly relieved to find an understanding and sympathetic group within a Catholic parish.

Another gentleman who had maintained his strong faith was happy to discover this welcoming group within the Catholic Church with whom he could now share his feelings.  All present were invited to come to the monthly meetings offered on the second Sunday evening of each month. 
The ministry also supported attendance at the 2009 Pridefest celebration in Milwaukee. Members greeted arrivals, as pictured, to show acceptance of all.
WHILE SETTING THE TABLE, REMEMBER THE CENTERPIECE!

As anyone who has hosted a dinner party knows, a beautiful centerpiece draws people to the table and helps create the desired mood.  Summer greets us with a vast array of flowers, in endless varieties and colors, the brilliant and the calming, the large and the small, the single blossom spectacles and great clusters of myriads of tiny flowers merging into one…  The diversity, the perfection of each one and the harmony of them growing together astounds and stirs us.  And in the midst of this plenty, it is a real joy to arrange a brilliant bouquet for the table—bringing pleasure to the one who arranges as well as to the guest.  

Why is it that we so delight in variety, difference, and uniqueness in flowers, but find it so difficult to accept it in each other?  Why is it that we look for, carefully plan and arrange bouquets to highlight differences, balancing diverse shades and colors, a wide range of blossom sizes, add greenery and filler, seek surprising combinations and clusterings… but fear—and perhaps carefully avoid--gathering around that table with people who think differently, make different choices, speak a different language or are guided by a different culture or set of rules or religious beliefs than those familiar to us?  Our society isn’t very Christ-like in the way we deal with diversity.

Numerous journalists, writers, social commentators, religious leaders, and ordinary people are decrying the lack of civility in our public discourse in the United States.  We seem to be growing ever more polarized in our views and in our words.  We have become very poor listeners.  Consider the news access available through the internet.  Whether in the “liberal media” or the “conservative media,” an article enters cyberspace and there is an immediate barrage of attacks, condemnations, pompous declarations from bloggers who clearly know “THE TRUTH” and as a result, feel they no longer need to listen, to reflect, to take seriously another perspective.  The “other” is dismissed as ‘ignorant’ at best, more often as ‘evil’ or even ‘demonic’… motives are impugned…  People’s words—and their lives—are taken out of context.  Our brothers and sisters are reduced to fuel for the fire of our indignation and self-righteous anger.  This is certainly the way of our world.

But are you not haunted as I am by Christ’s words, his example, the demands he made of his disciples?  “Rulers lord it over them… Great ones make their authority felt.  But it shall not be so among you…  Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant.  Whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.”   Christ is insistent:  “My followers MUST BE DIFFERENT!”   I envision Christ looking at what passes for discussion or dialog in church circles these days and shaking his head in frustration:  Haven’t you learned yet?  Don’t you get it?  It SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU… NOT LIKE THIS!  NO!  NOT AMONG YOU!!!  Be patient with each other.  Forgive seventy times seven times.   LOVE each other.  Love even your enemies.  Do good to those who persecute you.  Wash each other’s feet.  Lay down your lives for one another…  Don’t you know yet that TOGETHER you are my body, my blood, the continuation of my life and work on this earth?  

As people who minister within the GLBT community and within the Catholic Church, perhaps our biggest challenge is confronting this lack of civility, this polarization, this tearing apart of Christ’s body, wherever we see it.   CALGM is an organization committed to setting tables where all are welcomed, their lives honored, their experience of God’s Spirit confirmed and validated.  In your local settings, who is sitting around the table with you now?  Who is missing?  Are they missing because they don’t feel comfortable, because they feel judged?  Because they fear being attacked or denigrated or simply dismissed as irrelevant?  It is not easy to listen to everyone, to trust that their intentions are good and that they are trying to walk with integrity in the ways of our God…  It is part of our human condition that we are limited, we never see the whole picture…  God is bigger than any of our minds can hold—so it is probably also true that those gathered around our table will hold a variety of beliefs about who God is and what God demands of us.  That’s always been the case, even while Jesus walked through Galilee with his disciples.  But can’t we see that as more of a blessing than a curse?  

Look at the diversity within our Catholic church—and around our table, and think about the bouquet of flowers… Can you see with the eyes of faith that we are a living bouquet?  What beauty and richness in the lives of those gathered:  parents, celibates, committed same-sex couples, GLBT youth, straight spouses of gay, lesbian, and transgender people, priests, religious women and men, pastoral ministers, Bishops, teachers…  Let’s recommit to really listening to all of their stories—to not stopping at the headlines or being deafened by language or behavior that we might find incomprehensible or offensive.  It’s not a matter of compromising on truth, or lacking the courage to speak; rather, it is a matter of embracing the Spirit’s gift of wisdom which impels us to listen…  Can we open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts, and seek out the beauty of each person, their unique splendor, their rich goodness?  If diversity in flowers is splendid and miraculous, how much more the diversity in people, the spectacular manifestation of the Spirit alive and active in each one!    Maybe the real centerpiece isn’t in the center at all, but in Christ’s powerful Spirit weaving through all the lives gathered around the table.  And if anyone is kept away from the table, that Spirit will be diminished, depleted by the absence.  So, just as in Christ’s parable, we are told to go out and gather them in—from the highways and the byways, from apartments and suburban homes and campuses and chanceries…  Go gather flowers for a stunning bouquet!  

--Sheila Nelson,  CALGM Board President

Board Meets Minneapolis Hospitality


The week end of May 14-15 the CALGM board met in Minneapolis Minnesota. The local group put on a potluck supper. The quality of the meal was only surpassed by the enthusiastic welcome given to the board by the local members who attended.  The board attended Mass at Saint Frances Cabrini Church which had generously given a room in which the board could meet.  
Heartfelt gratitude to Father Leo Tibesar, Pastor of Saint Frances Cabrini Parish and all those in the Minneapolis local group who took such good care of the Board during our May meeting!  We were deeply touched by your hospitality, your generosity, and by the vibrancy of your ministry! You are a great example of what it means to “set the table.”
New Board member: We welcomed new Board member, Arthur Fitzmaurice who is completing his PhD in engineering at the California Institute of Technology in Los Angeles.

Priorities for the Coming year: We established two goals; First, development of cultural resources for gay and lesbian ethnic groups. Second, continue to develop the ministry of education and encouragement to front line pastoral ministers. People who are in the church structure like lay leaders need resources. It was agreed to put articles on our web site about why reparative therapy does not work; The Bishops Document ‘Always Our Children’ in Spanish as well as English, statements about Church teaching from the Catechism that are positive and inclusive of gay and lesbian people. We will also add to the web site the document ‘Guidelines for Pastoral Care for Persons of Homosexual Orientation’. 
In addition to the added resources on the CALGM website, the Board will be making a concerted effort to reach out to local ministry members of the association to get your input.  What are your concerns?  What kinds of support and resources do you need?  How is your ministry doing in these tumultuous times?  Fr. Jim Schexnayder, CALGM Resource Director, will be contacting our diocesan ministry members, and don’t be surprised if your parish ministry gets a call from one of the board members.  Of course, we’d love to hear from any of you—whether your ministry is officially a parish or institutional member or not.  Feel free to use the CONTACT US tab on the website, or to contact any of the board members directly.  We want to know what’s happening around your table—triumphs and challenges!

Treasurer’s Report: Michael Zampelli reported our account currently holds approximately $3,500.00 in unrestricted funds. Donations have declined about $1,300.00 so far for this time of the year. The Easter appeal brought in $1,120.00. We are concerned that since there is no conference this year, that we need a different way of generating donations. Any suggestions from our members and friends would be appreciated.  
Membership – Fred Weber our membership co-coordinator reported we have 75 active and 16 household memberships, 9 Diocese, 7 Parish, and 1 Institutional.  Just as we welcome new Board members, we welcome voices of members at the table. If you have suggestions, news, or recommended readings or videos, email them to us at - office@calgm.org
New Brochure: We have a new brochure about our Association which is available to anyone who is interested, and can be used to develop ministry. Copies are available by contacting us through the website.

New Web Site and Facebook Group: The new web site now includes Lenten and Pentecost prayerful reflections and we encourage your feedback on the Table Talk. Arthur Fitzmaurice set up a Facebook group which you are welcome to join. Also we invite your local ministries to send announcements to Arthur who will put them on our web site. Check it out at www. calgm.org  
Resource Director: Father Jim Schexnayder recently facilitated two retreats for LGBT Catholics, in Louisiana on 21-23 May, and in Florida on 28-30 May.  The 5th annual retreat for gay and lesbian Catholics and other Christians was held at the Jesuit Spirituality Center at Grand Coteau, Louisiana.  28 participants from Louisiana, Texas, and Mississippi attended the retreat led by Fr. Jim Schexnayder and Sister Carol Mayes,O.P.  Through generous donors, scholarship money enabled several persons to participate.

Also in May, hosted by the Franciscan Sisters Retreat Center in Tampa, Florida, 30 gay/lesbian participants came together for a first weekend retreat in that area. It was the most diverse retreat in ethnic composition, including people with origins in Cuba, Ecuador, Puerto Rico, Korea and the Philippines. The Tampa retreat center also hosts a weekly Sunday evening Eucharist for gay and lesbian Catholics. Information can be found on the website http://sites.google.com/site/fcmassforlgbt/
Jim’s book on Pastoral Ministry with Lesbian and Gay people will be available later this year. He represented our Association in April at the National Catholic Education Conference in Minneapolis, and many attendees expressed their appreciation for his presence there and the opportunity to receive resources for this ministry. Jim will also represent us at the European Christian LGBT Conference being held in Barcelona from 23-27 June. He is presenting a workshop on models of ministry to the lesbian and gay Catholic community. 
Regional Gathering in Santa Barbara California Saturday 18 September. Professors Saltzman and Lawler are guest speakers. The Annual General Meeting of this Association will take place at 4Pm at the regional gathering site. All CALGM members are invited to the General Meeting whether or not you attend the regional meeting.  The Board is very grateful for this initiative of the local ministry to our Association.  Details available on the web site. 
CALGM Midwest Regional Retreat - “Setting the Table: Sharing Stories of Our Gay/Lesbian Catholic Experience” on 15-17 October 2010, in Collegeville, MN. Contact Bob Pierson OSB, Guestmaster, at 320-363-3929 or Guestmaster@osb.org for more information. 

Fliers for both of these 2010 CALGM Regional Gatherings will be attached to the electronic edition of RECLAIM, or included in the mailed version.
SUPPORT THE WORK OF CALGM
CALGM operates on a very low budget, but there is important work to be done and we need your financial backing to make it happen.  We won’t have a big conference this year and will miss that fund raising opportunity.  So we are challenging you to find creative ways to raise some money to help us out.  How about hosting a picnic—and asking friends to bring a donation to CALGM rather than a bottle of liquor?  Or consider giving a gift membership to CALGM for a young GLBT person who might appreciate the connection—or pay their registration fee for our Santa Barbara or Collegeville gathering…  It’s easy to donate: either send a check to CALGM, 1798 Scenic Ave., Berkeley, CA 94709, or simply click the SUPPORT US button on the website (www.calgm.org).  Think of what great things could happen if each member and friend did one little thing to raise some money for us this summer.  Let us know about the fun you had doing it!  Share your stories and/or creative ideas with us.  E-mail them to Memphis Board Member Le Martin at addile@comcast.net.  Watch for updates and shared ideas on the web!
Board Members
Sheila Nelson, St.Cloud, Minnesota – President;  Father Ken McGuire, Palm Springs, California – Vice President; Father Bob Pierson, Collegeville, Minnesota – Vice President of Conferences;  Father Michael Zampelli, Santa Clara, California –Treasurer; John Montague, Toronto, Canada – Secretary; Amity Buxton, Oakland, California; Arthur Fitzmaurice, Los Angeles, California; Le Martin, Memphis, Tennessee;  Father Leo Tibesar, Minneapolis, Minnesota;  Fred Weber, Hartford, Wisconsin;  Resource Director - Father Jim Schexnayder, Pacheco, California.
Opinions expressed by individuals do not necessarily represent the Catholic Association for Lesbian and Gay Ministry.
Sincerely,

The CALGM Board  
*****************************************************************

BALLOT FOR NEW BOARD MEMBER—TERM FALL 2010-FALL 2013

Jeff Longenecker is a life-long Catholic, a product of Catholic schools and colleges, and a gay man.  He has been a member of St. Francis Cabrini Catholic Parish in Minneapolis since 1987.  For 14 years Jeff was a Kindergarten teacher in a Spanish immersion school, teaching language through culture and building community between English and non-English speaking people.  For the past three years he has worked for a nonprofit building the capacity of disenfranchised parents to help their children in MInnesota's schools systems.  As the middle child of 7 children, he is seen by siblings and parents as the one who can bridge all tensions and work with all members of the family in times of stress.  His abilities as a communicator and someone who can see the value in working with rather than fighting against make him well suited to the CALGM board. 

CALGM MEMBERS ONLY:  Please complete the following ballot and either 
1) Copy it and e-mail it to office@calgm.org  by July 31st OR

2) clip it or print it out and mail by July 31st to:  

CALGM

1798 Scenic Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94709

____  I vote in favor of Jeff Longenecker serving as a CALGM Board Member.
____  I do NOT favor Jeff Longenecker serving as a CALGM Board Member.
If you wish to nominate yourself or another CALGM member for Board Membership, please contact the CALGM office. 

Reclaim
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