A Pentecost Prayer
Jesus, on the night before you died, you prayed that your Father would bestow that same spirit upon us that he had given you.  Then after your Resurrection, you breathed that Spirit into us:

· the same spirit that impelled you to leave home and discuss scripture with the priests and elders of the temple

· the same spirit that led you to John for Baptism, and opened the heavens and demanded that we HEAR YOU as God’s beloved son 
· the same spirit that drew you to the desert to be tempted, to confirm your identity and your mission and to clarify the values that would direct your ministry

· the same spirit that guided your selection of apostles and disciples—people of little worth in the eyes of the world, and even of the Jewish community, but of immense dignity and importance to you: fishermen, tax collectors, women, sinners and outcasts…

· the same spirit that gave birth to the new covenant proclaimed by you—where love was the greatest and only commandment and people would be judged on their readiness to forgive, where compassion superseded ritual, and taboos directed against ‘the unclean’ crumbled
· the same spirit that empowered you to cure the sick, drive out demons, forgive sins, welcome back into community those exiled
· the same spirit so vibrantly alive in you that you became the world’s greatest teacher—winning over the most reluctant of hearts, getting through to the most stubborn and thick-headed so that they embraced even the impossible that you demanded of them—like loving their enemies, welcoming the stranger, seeing foreigners as neighbors, and having faith to move mountains
· the same spirit that inspired you to lay down your life—and to ask us to do the same, turning things around and creating a new order in which the greatest must be the servant of all
· the same spirit that came up with the crazy idea of feeding us with your own Body and Blood--nourishing, encouraging, transforming us to continue your life and work as your own Body.
In the Acts of the Apostles, we see that Spirit dynamically alive in your apostles and disciples
· still dialoging with the priests and religious leaders about the meaning of the scriptures
· still affirming God’s love for the most unlikely of people
· still healing and forgiving and opening minds and hearts
· still converting the Sauls of the world into your greatest witnesses and prophets
· still inspiring Christ’s followers to speak truth to power 
· still incarnating love so strong that the disciples were willing to lay down their lives for the Gospel.
And now it is Pentecost 2010, and that same Spirit comes to us, moves in us, inspires, challenges, consoles, enlightens us… that same Spirit that directed your life, Jesus, now directs ours!  You continue to gift us with your Spirit--and you promise that this Spirit gift will bear abundant fruit if we believe and open ourselves to its power.  Now it is our turn
· to dialogue with our leaders—both religious and secular—about the meaning of the Gospel and of your life
· to reach out to the marginalized and set a place at table for them, assuring them of God’s love and welcome
· to heal broken bodies and crushed spirits, to bring together those alienated and distanced and polarized from each other into your ONE BODY
· to bring HOPE in situations of despair, to refuse to give up on each other
· to pray continuously that your Spirit of Wisdom may enlighten us, and to speak courageously the Words your Spirit gives us
· to be servants, giving selflessly so that your reign of justice, compassion, peace and love may be realized in our homes, our communities, our church, and our world.
Christ, we have so little understanding of all that this means, and what a tremendous difference our little lives would make if we truly embraced the gift of your Spirit.  This Pentecost Season, open us, fill us with the faith, the trust, the courage and grace to follow the Spirit’s lead each day.  Then in all areas of our lives, our relationships, our work, our ministry, even our recreation, we will grow into your Body, one in truth and love.   AMEN!
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