Knowing Christ Jesus
As Lent moves us closer and closer to the Passion of Christ, the liturgical readings reveal the growing tension between religious leaders and the prophets, between Jesus and the Pharisees.  We read of plots against Jeremiah, attempts to discredit Jesus—both by asking him trick questions and by putting him in impossible situations as with the woman caught in adultery.  We also learn of secret meetings where the Pharisees debate how to handle the “Jesus problem” and the fact that crowds were following Jesus—who impressed his listeners because he spoke with such authority…Authority which challenged the authority of the established leaders of Jewish society.  John 7:40-53 tells us that when the chief priests and Pharisees questioned the guards who had failed to bring Jesus to them, the guards answered: “Never before has anyone spoken as this man.”  The response of the leaders: “Have you also been deceived?  Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him?  But this crowd, which does not know the law, is accursed.”  The religious leaders were so blinded by the law that they could not recognize the Messiah foretold by the very law that they treasured.  They even discounted Nicodemus, one of their own group, as he challenged them: “Does our law condemn a man before it hears him and finds out what he is doing?”  So certain were they of their own authority that they refused to hear Jesus’ words or to see his works.  Jesus was clearly from the wrong place, and anyone who listened to him was obviously ignorant and “accursed”. 
So often during these weeks of Lent, I have been struck by the repeated insistence of Scripture that we listen to our own experience of God.  Even Moses, the great giver of the Law, admonishes the people in Deuteronomy 4 to “observe these statutes and decrees carefully…  However, take care and be earnestly on your guard not to forget the things which your own eyes have seen, nor let them slip from your memory as long as you live, but teach them to your children and to your children’s children.”  Similarly, the epistles we’ve been reading over the past week insist that it is faith in Christ that gives us life.  It is not enough to accept human testimony, nor to search the Scriptures.  It is not enough to accept praise from one another and to seek human approval.  Rather, as Paul says so beautifully in his letter to the Philippians:  “I consider everything as loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having any righteousness of my own based on the law but that which comes through faith in Christ…
One of the gifts that GLBT Christians have to offer the church in our times, is the witness of listening to the authority of Christ’s action in our own lives.  Christ has not ceased speaking or entering into the lives of those open to his compassionate healing presence in the encounters and challenges of their daily living.  It is not easy to follow Christ, especially in a society where so many are quick to judge, unwilling to listen to the stories of our encounters with the living God, so sure that their reading of the law is the only one.  Our challenge is to remember and to tell others what our own eyes have seen, the love of Christ manifest in our own lives… and to witness to that even if it means rejection and loss.  Sharing in the sufferings of Christ, we will also know the power of his resurrection.  Paul’s words provide tremendous encouragement—God doesn’t demand perfect maturity, and it is Christ Jesus who has taken possession of us, not the other way around.  What a tremendous gift we have received!
