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Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  We know this from all four gospel accounts of the resurrection.  We also know it from St. Paul, who says he knew of more than 500 eye witnesses of the Resurrected Lord.  And we know it from our own personal experience of the Risen Lord in our own lives, from our own experiences of the death and resurrection—The Paschal Mystery.  Our faith tells us that if we want to experience the New Life of the Resurrection, we need to be willing to go through the experience of dying, of letting go, that Jesus did in his own passion and death.  St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans puts it this way:  “Through baptism into his death we were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.  If we have been united with him through likeness to his death, so shall we be through a like resurrection….If we have died with Christ, we believe that we are also to live with him.”  Romans 6:  4-5, 8

Our faith in the Paschal Mystery can help us get through the most difficult of times.  We can find hope, even when we are feeling the pangs of death, knowing that new life can and will occur.  We are going through such a time of dying right now in the Church as we continue to struggle with the aftermath of the revelations of sexual abuse by clergy and the cover up by other church officials.  It’s painful to go through the media scrutiny, not knowing what’s true and what’s not.  It’s hard to be with the church as it is being attacked.  And yet our faith tell us that it is just such an experience of dying to our pride and to our false sense of entitlement that will bring new life to the church.

There are aspects of our life as a Church that need to die.  The attitude that clergy are above the law needs to die.  The fear of admitting mistakes and having to deal with the resulting feelings of guilt and shame needs to die.  The presence of patriarchy that is more concerned about keeping women in their proper place than in recognizing their baptismal dignity needs to die.  There are those who, because of their fear, would counsel us to avoid this necessary dying—to live in denial.  If we listen to them, we run the risk of losing the opportunity of new life that God is holding out to us as Church.  So, if we will, we can embrace this dying of those things that need to be left behind so that we can experience the power of the resurrected life that God holds out to us this Easter Day.  
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