CHRIST IS WITH US—DESPITE LOCKED DOORS
The readings of the Easter Season provide such a marvelous view of the disciples’ life after the events of Holy Week.  It’s all there: grief and relief, disillusionment and hope, confusion and growing understanding, fear and courageous action, impatience and persistence, loneliness and new levels of intimacy, falling back into old ways of living (“I’m going fishing!”) and an energetic embracing of a new identity (the bumbling Peter preaching in Solomon’s Portico), a closed circle of friends locked away from the world and an inclusivity that invites all and welcomes three thousand to baptism on one day…  It wasn’t easy for the apostles, and it’s not easy for us to live as Easter people.

What becomes very clear in the Easter readings is that the Risen Christ is very much with us…in our daily lives meeting us exactly where we are.  He listens to our grumbling, puts up with our lack of insight, manages to break through the locked doors of our minds and hearts…bringing us comfort, wisdom, and the power of his Spirit.  We don’t always recognize him, and we don’t always trust what he asks us to do, but he is there at every bend in the road, every attempt to escape, every place where we hide…  And he strengthens and encourages us to speak his message, his Good News, even in the places where we fear that message will be least welcome, most resented.

For those of us engaged in this ministry, it’s easy to find ourselves doubting the resurrection, wondering if Easter will ever really happen for us.  At times it feels like we’re still trapped in the tomb, caught up in the experience of suffering and death.  Our ministries meet challenges from all sides and it can feel like all our efforts are in vain.  What we began with such great hope and so much enthusiasm may seem to be going nowhere…  Some of us, after years of hard work building up a welcoming ministry, may have been forced to eliminate or radically change directions in ministry, just when our efforts had begun to thrive and bear fruit.   There is quite probably no ministry so misunderstood and criticized in the church today as ministry to and with GLBT persons and their loved ones.  Not unlike the experience of the Risen Christ, we often return to our parish and/or diocesan families and find the doors locked to us; and unfortunately, unlike the Risen Christ, we’re not very good at passing through locked doors.  And yet, sometimes that is exactly what Christ calls us to do.  If we’re really committed to setting the table, to building that inclusive community where truly all are invited to encounter the Risen Christ, to be nourished at the table of the Eucharist, to become truly the Body of Christ that our Baptisms have made us, we will need to continue finding a way to pass through those locked doors.  This is perhaps the greatest ministry our local ministries can offer to the Catholic Church today.  Like the apostles, good people in our faith communities lock the door out of fear of the unknown, out of fear of what they do not understand.  It is our challenge, the challenge of the Gospel, to speak words that will release people from the chains of fear, that will enlighten them and enable them to see more clearly what Christ’s passion, death, AND Resurrection are really all about.  Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, like the apostles gathered in the Upper Room, let us share our stories with one another… share what Jesus has meant to us and where our faith journeys have lead us.  In the sharing, the Risen Christ will reveal himself again—and like the apostles, we will learn to live as Easter people.
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