PASTORAL MINISTRY REGARDING CHILDREN OF SAME SEX COUPLES
In our ministries we are aware that many same-sex couples have accepted the responsibility of raising children.  The children may be the biological offspring of one of the adults, foster children, or legally adopted by the couple.  The pastoral response comes when a same-sex couple presents the child for Baptism or First Communion in the Catholic Church or wishes to enroll the child in the parish school.
The Canon Law of the Catholic Church provides guidance. The first concern is the welfare of the child (Canon 217).  The child has a right to hear God’s word and, if the parents or guardians reasonably request it, to be initiated into the Church through Baptism. As is the case with any infant baptism, such as heterosexual parents married or not in the Catholic Church, the parish priest has an obligation to determine that there is a reasonable hope that the child will be raised as a Catholic, so that Baptism is not an end but the beginning of a new life in Christ (Canon 868). The parish priest arranging for the Baptism of a child of parents or guardians in a same-sex union may discuss concerns about Church teachings with the couple. However, they should be treated with dignity and the child’s right to Baptism should not be denied.  
With sensitivity pastoral ministers should determine the actual status of parenthood.  For example, does the same-sex couple have full custody of the child, or is custody shared with a parent of the opposite sex.  If so, an inquiry should be made regarding the desires of the other parent, and the biological parents’ names should appear on the Baptismal certificate, if they are noted on the birth certificate.  If the child is entrusted to the same-sex couple as a foster child, the expected duration of the arrangement should be investigated, and if it is only temporary, the Baptism should be delayed.  If the child is legally adopted by both parties of the same-sex couple, then both their names should appear on the Baptismal certificate, with a notation that there was a legal adoption.

Since Catholic parents have the obligation of educating their children in the faith, it is likewise true that the children should be welcomed into the parish school or the faith formation program.  Pastors, principals and school staffs would likely discuss among themselves the issues involved: 1) the right of the child to a Catholic education; 2) the importance that the child not be harassed or demeaned by staff or peers; 3) the teachings of the Church regarding human sexuality and the sacrament of Matrimony; 4) the right of the parents to dignified and respectful treatment; 5) the right of the parents or guardians to be involved in the education of their children and therefore in the life of the school community.  While it is not always easy to balance all these issues, it is incumbent upon the school personnel to think them through thoroughly.

Much of the negative reaction of other Catholic parishioners to these issues is based on lack of knowledge of Church law and presumptions and judgments about homosexual identity and relationships. In view of the recent media coverage of incidences of denial or removal of children of same sex parents from Catholic schools, now is a good time to provide education for all.
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