Canticle of Zechariah

(paraphrased by Sheila Nelson for CALGM)

Background:  The Canticle of Zechariah is prayed every morning as part of the Divine Office.  Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, had been struck dumb when he doubted that his wife would conceive in her old age.  When his son was born and Zechariah insisted that he be named John, Zechariah's power of speech was restored and he praised God with this song, prophesying the role his son John the Baptist was to play.  The Church, by making this part of our daily prayer, reminds us that God's saving work is on-going, and that each of us is called to continue preparing the way for the Lord in our own lives and ministries.  The following adaptation of the prayer highlights that call.  It was used at our January CALGM Board Meeting in Memphis.
Blessed are you, our God

for daily you visit and redeem your people,

and raise up a horn of salvation for us in the place where we live and work.

Just as you spoke through the mouths of your holy prophets from of old, 

so, too, you speak today, that we should be saved from our enemies, 

and from the hand of all who oppress us;

as you promised our ancestors, you remember your holy covenant 

and continue to act mercifully on our behalf.

You swore an oath to Abraham and Sarah that you would deliver us from evil

so that we might serve you without fear

in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives.

And now you, _______________, are called to be the prophet of the Most High,

for you are to go before the Holy One to prepare God’s ways,

giving knowledge of salvation to God’s people in the forgiveness of their failings.

Through God’s tender mercy, the DAY shall DAWN upon us,

giving light to all who wait in darkness and in the shadow of death.

This light will guide us into the way of PEACE.   





AMEN.

